
 

UPDATE ON NEVADA MINERAL 

PRODUCTION AND EXPLORATION   
 

 

Jonathan G. Price1, Alan R. Coyner2,  

John Muntean1, and Doug Driesner2 

  
1Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology 

(www.nbmg.unr.edu) 
 

2Nevada Division of Minerals  

(minerals.state.nv.us) 
Photo credits to Mike Visher, Jeff Scovil, JGP, and others 

 



THE MAIN POINT  

Nevada is a really great place to 

explore for and mine gold -              

and many other mineral commodities. 



NEVADA MINING INFO  

ÅMajor Mines of Nevada 

ÅNevada Exploration Survey 

ï NDOM (http://minerals.state.nv.us) 

ÅThe Nevada Mineral Industry 

ïNBMG (www.nbmg.unr.edu) 

ÅEconomic Overview of the Nevada 

Mining Industry  

ïNvMA (www.nevadamining.org) 

 



The current boom         

(1981-2010) = 232 Moz Au  

(mostly Carlin and other 

Nevada deposits = 162 Moz) 

Goldfield (NV), Black Hills (SD), Cripple Creek (CO), 

porphyry Cu (AZ &UT) = 95 Moz Au 

ô49ers = 29 Moz Au 

We are in the midst of the biggest gold-mining boom in American history. 



The average annual price of gold is reaching the inflation-adjusted historical high; 

$613/ounce in 1980 = $1,689/ounce in 2011, when adjusted for inflation. 



In general, the prices of commodity prices have risen in recent years. 



In general, gold has kept its purchasing power over the years. 



5.3 million ounces* in 2010                           

73% of U.S. and 7% of world production   





We are approaching the all-time high in global gold production: 2,500 tonnes in 2010      

versus 2,600 tonnes in 2001. 



Barrickôs Betze pit, 2000 
Newmontôs Carlin East pit and portal, 2000 

Global gold production in 2010 (2,500 metric tons) approximately equaled the cumulative 

production from the Carlin trend (2,373 tons), one of worldôs top regions. 

 



Nevada is certainly one of the best places , if not the best, to explore for and mine gold. 



20 major gold operations      

(10 not on the Carlin 

trend with production         

>100,000 ounces in 2010) 
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