ESMERALDA COUNTY (continued)

Travertine deposit [88]

A mound of calcareous spring travertine occurs in C
NW/4 S5,TIN,R43E, near the south end of the Klondyke
Hills. There are no known hot springs in the vicinity. The
mound is about 600 feet in diameter, and occurs in an area
of Tertiary welded tuffs and Paleozoic limestones.

EUREKA COUNTY

Beowawe Geysers [94]

The geothermal area at Beowawe Geysers has the highest
reported subsurface temperatures in Eureka County, and,
with the Brady’s Hot Spring area in Churchill County, has
the highest steam-well temperatures in Nevada. It is one of
the most drilled geothermal areas in the State, and has been
actively investigated by several energy companies over the
past 15 years.

The surface geothermal activity at the Beowawe Geysers
area is mainly confined to S8,17,18,T31N,R48E. This area

is mainly in Eureka County, although S18 is in Lander
County. For simplicity, this description is included in
Eureka County. The Geysers is in southwestern Whirlwind
Valley, about 6 miles west of the small community of
Beowawe.

The hot springs, geysers, and fumaroles have tempera-
tures up to 202° to 204°F, and in 1932 several geysers were
reported to erupt to heights of several feet (Nolan and
Anderson, 1934). One geyser reportedly played to a height
of 3 feet and another to 12 feet. Drilling of geothermal
exploration wells on the main sinter terrace in the early
1960’s resulted in the disruption of natural geyser activity
there, but geysers on the valley floor to the west of the
terrace were considerably more thermally active in 1968
than in 1932 (Rinehart, 1968). These geysers erupted to
heights of 3 to 6 feet. Vandals blew the caps from four
steam wells on the main terrace sometime prior to 1972,
and one of these released steam and water in rather large
volumes. One of the notable effects of this release of fluid
and possibly the original drilling was the cessation of
geyser activity (Hose and Taylor, 1974). The “best guess”

Steam wells on the sinter terrace at Beowawe Geysers in 1977 (photo by Dennis Trexler).



Steam well at Beowawe Geysers, Eureka County (photo by Dennis Trexler).
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EUREKA COUNTY (continued)
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FIGURE 24. Geologic map of Beowawe Geysers, Eureka and Lander Counties (from Oesterling, 1962).
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