
MEETING MINUTES 
 Nevada Earthquake Safety Council (NESC) 

Thursday, May 30, 2013, 9:30 am 
Governor’s Office Building 
Carson City, NV  89701 

 
Ron Lynn opened the meeting at 9:30 am with a welcome to the attendees. 

 
Ron did a roll call.  Members present included: 

 
Board Members Present:    Board Members absent: 
Alan Bennett      Jeff Brewer 
Michael Blakely     Ian Buckle 
Wayne Carlson     Joe Curtis 
Craig dePolo      Jenelle Hopkins 
Eric Hubbard      Steve Koenig 
Graham Kent      Jim O’Donnell 
Ron Lynn 
Jim Reagan 
Woody Savage     Others present:    
Wanda Taylor     Diane dePolo 
Jim Walker      Tim Hall 
Jim Werle      Ken Smith 
       Janell Woodward 
       Elizabeth Ashby 
       Karen Johnson 
 
 

Call to order and roll call 
The meeting was called to order by Ron Lynn and opened for public comments; there 
were none. Craig dePolo gave an announcement regarding Basin and Range Province 
Seismic Hazard Summit III conference which was supposed to be held in Nevada but 
will be held in Salt Lake City in April or May 2014. 
 

Approval of meeting minutes from March 27, 2013 
 

Ron presented the minutes of the meeting from March 27, 2013 and they were 
approved as presented.   
 

Review and possible approval of 2013 amended Bylaws 
 

Ron Lynn opened the discussion regarding the updated Bylaws for 2013 for NESC 
prepared with the help of the Attorney General’s Office and the Division of Emergency 
Management. Everyone needed time to read over the Bylaws so a few minutes were 
taken. Woody Savage asked about the membership list and whether it specified 
representation from northern and southern Nevada.  Elizabeth stated the membership 



list does reflect the northern and southern Nevada participants. There were no other 
comments.   
 
Jim Reagan moved to accept the Bylaws as submitted. Motion was seconded and 
passed.  Ron Lynn gave a thank you to the Attorney General’s Office for their input. 
 

Review and possible approval of 2013 revised NESC Strategic Plan 
 
Jim Reagan presented this portion of the meeting. He was unable to match changes 
made earlier line-by-line and Elizabeth assured that all changes were made.  Chief 
Chris Smith also made some changes. Jim Reagan broadly went through the changes 
that were made. Jim stated the enhancements to the Strategic Plan were very good 
changes. Changes included verbiage and enhancements.   
 
Jim Walker stated that page 7, goal 4 and page 14, goal 4 did not match. The word 
“develop” was neglected to be changed.   
 
Craig stated the current cover page fault map should be replaced with a more up-to-
date map. Elizabeth stated we have been trying to obtain a better map and Craig stated 
he would help to supply a better choice.   
 
Woody stated there were 24 positions, some of which are vacant.  Jim stated that the 
list had not been revised to match the newly-approved Bylaws. Ron stated that an 
elected official was not necessary a member of the legislature.  Jim stated the Bylaws 
had been changed to state “elected official” but this change was not made. They agreed 
an amendment would need to be made. Jim Reagan moved to accept updated Strategic 
plan and Graham Kent seconded. The updated Strategic Plan was accepted and 
passed. 
 
Elizabeth gave an FYI that this information would be added to the Enhanced Mitigation 
Plan under Earthquakes and it was so noted. 
 
Jim then moved the change that needed to be made to amend the Bylaws Section 3 to 
change “state legislators” to “elected officials.” It was seconded by Graham without any 
opposition and the motion was passed. 
 
Ron thanked everyone for all their hard work with the Bylaws and Strategic Plan. 
 
Jim then addressed each of the appendices.  The funding sources appendix was noted 
to include a table that was added with funding sources. Elizabeth said that additional 
sources could be added to the table as needed but that this was just a start.  Jeff 
suggested adding VASI money for network.  Jim stated the appendix could be modified 
as necessary.   
 
There were grammatical (typographical) changes to be made on page 25 that were 
noted as pointed out by Wanda Taylor.  
 



There was no other discussion and Appendix B was accepted with the changes. 
 
Jim reviewed Appendix C. The only change was from Appendix “D” to Appendix “C” of 
the Strategic Plan. A motion was made and seconded and it was passed.  
 
 

Recent seismicity in Nevada 
 
Elizabeth asked Graham about having a visual for his presentation. He stated his 
presentation was verbal this time but that he could use “Go-To-Meeting” in order to 
allow everyone to see on their computers at future meetings. He has a license and 
nobody would have to pay but simply download the app for their computers.   
 
Graham made the presentation on the recent seismicity in Nevada. The recent 5.1 
Coleville fault zone has been ramping down. The northern Reno swarm has also 
calmed down. He brought up the recent earthquake last week that was a 5.7 near Lake 
Almanor which is the edge of our network. He stated that it was shown to go across the 
dam abutment. The earthquake was felt as far as western Nevada. This is of concern to 
Nevada because it affects the northern extent of Walker Lane. They were able to get 
three seismometers on top of the area within 24 hours to help out Berkeley. This 
allowed them to get a better estimate of the location and depth of the sequence. This 
was perhaps the largest earthquake in northern California since San Simeon. 
 
Jim stated the area north of Las Vegas has been more active than the past.  Ken 
highlighted a magnitude 2 earthquake in Las Vegas proper under one of the runways at 
the airport.  It was a strike/slip mechanism on a known fault. Wanda stated this type of 
mechanism causes different damage than other earthquakes. Craig stated while the 
earthquake is harder to see and interpret and is smaller, they generally have a bigger 
intensity area with stronger ground motion. 
 
Wanda and Craig both mentioned new faults found in a desk study in the Las Vegas 
valley. Ken stated they are adding stations in the south.   
 

Report from Nevada Seismological Laboratory, UNR 
 
Graham Kent reminded everyone that the Great Nevada Shakeout this year will be held 
on October 17 at 10:17 am. Last year they had 516,000 participants signed up. They 
hope to build upon this success.   
 
Diane is trying to bring more hospitals on board for this exercise. Diane asked for 
contacts for the hospitals in Nevada. She has had trouble talking to the right people to 
engage for their involvement. Craig stated the hospitals did a very poor job in engaging 
in the exercise for earthquake preparedness. Southern Nevada hospitals do a better job 
with participation than the northern area hospitals. Graham will focus on trying to bring 
more casinos on board. Graham felt hospitals in other states were more on board with 
the planning process and had a very high, almost 100%, participation rate. 
 



Resources given for Diane included Joan Hall of NV Rural Hospitals and Bill Welch from 
the NV Hospital Association along with Christina Conti from Washoe County Health –
inter-hospital Coordinator. 
 
Jeff Hahn talked about the casinos being involved. He said that local media needs to 
hammer the message.     
 
Graham stated FEMA funding is allowing them to focus more on preparedness. There is 
funding for a video for Preparedness Now in Nevada. 
 
Ken participated in the recent Washoe earthquake exercise on May 23 and produced 
scenarios for the exercise. He stated those involved did a great job. 
 
Graham stated that they are working with Northern California on including Nevada in the 
earthquake early warning system. Last year, Berkeley only had two earthquakes that 
were missed by their early warning system. He stated they would like Nevada to 
succeed as they would like to have a system that is 100%.   
 
Elizabeth asked if any of the early warning programs are covered under FEMA. She will 
check with Kelli Anderson and will also introduce Graham to Kelli.  
 
Grants between DEM and UNR are cumbersome and was noted there might be other 
groups that could use funds with less bureaucracy. 
 

Division of Emergency Management Update 
 
Elizabeth gave an update for the Division of Emergency Management. She presented 
funding that can be available for various projects. The current proposal form and 
process appear to still be valid and is available on the web. NESC would prioritize 
applications. Elizabeth will decide who meets criteria to be presented to the Council. It 
was clarified that DEM is the grantor and whoever gets the grant is the subgrantor.  No 
other updates.  Proposals will be accepted for $25,000 or less.   
 
Wayne asked if there were any legislative decisions that would impact the discussion of 
the Council.   
 

Report on National Earthquake Hazard Reduction Program (NEHRP) 
and Western States Seismic Policy Council Meeting 

 
Ron presented this update as a combined item.  Ron gave an extensive overview of the 
4-state meeting for WSSPC.  Ron reviewed policy that was voted to be supported.  
Policies included adopt 2012, states, provinces, and jurisdictions.   He also discussed 
building safety, identification of hazards in schools and identification of schools at risk.  
This included standards and guidelines regarding building, a rating system for buildings, 
and automatic gas shutoff systems. There was discussion regarding who assumes the 
responsibility with the automatic gas shutoff system. There was debate though Ron 



stated that these systems are improving every day. The challenges regarding turning 
back on utilities once they have been shut off was brought up.  
 
Rapid tsunami evacuation and notification system was discussed.  The coasts of 
California, Washington, Oregon and British Columbia have taken this action.   
 
There was also a hands-on class which was trainer-to-trainer.  It was 45 minutes long 
and showed how to install water heater fasteners.   
 
Also discussed was a rating system which would allow communities to go out and rate 
their structures for risk.   
 
FEMA was not present for their portion of the meeting.   
 

Schedule for 2013 Meetings 
 
Ron led a discussion regarding upcoming meetings.  The August 14 meeting will be 
another teleconference between the northern and southern locations.  The November 
13 meeting will be a combined meeting in Las Vegas.  It is hoped this meeting will 
include Utah, Colorado, and Idaho.  Ron reviewed some of the topics he would like to 
see covered.   
 

Public Comments 
 
The meeting was opened for public comment. No comments were made. 
 
Ron adjourned the meeting at 11:25 am. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Janell Woodward 
Administrative Assistant 

Nevada Division of Emergency Management 
2478 Fairview Drive 

Carson City, NV  89701 
 


