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Revised Summary Minutes of the
Nevada Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee

on 25 June 2003
(revised on 14 October 2003)

The Nevada Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee held its first meeting from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, 25 June 2003, at the Fifth Floor Conference Center of Sierra Pacific Power Company in
Reno.  These minutes and related documents, including a list of members of the Board of Directors,
charges and membership of subcommittees, and the Bylaws are posted on the Web site for the Committee
(http://www.nbmg.unr.edu/nhmpc/nhmpc.htm).

Attendees of the meeting are considered members of the Committee.  They included:
Bob Ashworth, Nevada Division of Forestry
Press Clewe, Washoe County, Division of Emergency Management
Genevieve Paster Cohen, Dimensions Unlimited, Inc.
Rick Diebold, Las Vegas Fire Department
Gale Fraser, General Manager, Clark County Regional Flood Control District
Kim Groenewold, Division of Water Resources, State Floodplain Manager
Margie Gunn Nutman, Lincoln County Emergency Management
Ron Hess, Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology
Ben Hutchins, City of Sparks
Ron Lynn, Building Official, Department of Development Services, Building Division
Chet Malewski, Truckee Meadows Water Authority
Kent Meyer, who held a proxy for Frank Taylor, Nevada Department of Transportation
Jim O’Brien, Clark County, Office of Emergency Management
Bert Prescott, Nevada Division of Emergency Management
Jon Price, Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology
Jim Reagan, Sierra Pacific Power Company
Janice Rogala, Dimensions Unlimited, Inc.
Jeanne Ruefer, Washoe County Department of Water Resources

NEW BUSINESS

1. Roles of the new committee

After self introductions, Jon Price welcomed the attendees, thanked Jim Reagan and Sierra Pacific Power
Company for arranging the meeting room, and provided background regarding the role of this new
committee.  The purpose of the Committee is to advise the Nevada Division of Emergency Management
(NDEM) concerning hazard-mitigation planning, activities, and policies.  Please refer to the Bylaws for
the specific charges to the Committee.  The agenda for the meeting had been properly posted according to
Nevada open meeting law.

Bert Prescott distributed a fact sheet with an overview of the pre-disaster mitigation competitive grant
program that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) plans to administer.  The intent of
this program is to provide a consistent source of funding to state, tribal, and local governments for pre-
disaster mitigation planning and projects primarily addressing natural hazards.  A large part of the charge
to the Committee is to help Nevada state, local, and multi-jurisdictional governmental agencies respond to
this opportunity.  Congress has allocated $150 million in federal fiscal year 2003 for this program.  A
request for proposals is expected any day from FEMA.  Bert has been told that the State will have 90 days
to respond, but the timeframe may be shorter, because the grant money should be allocated before 30
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September 2003, the end of the federal fiscal year.  Cost sharing is at a 75:25::federal:non-federal ratio,
except for small, impoverished communities, which may have up to 90% federal cost share.

2. Board of Directors and Interim Chair

Bert Prescott announced that Frank Siracusa, Chief of the Nevada Division of Emergency Management,
had appointed Jon Price as Interim Chair and the following individuals as initial members of the Board of
Directors of the Committee: Press Clewe, Jim O’Brien, Rick Diebold, Jeanne Ruefer, Gale Fraser, Jon
Price, Bob Ashworth, Kim Groenewold, Frank Taylor, Ron Lynn, and Jim Reagan.  A quorum of Board
members was present throughout the meeting.

FUTURE ACTION ITEMS: The NDEM (Frank Siracusa or Bert Prescott on Frank’s behalf) should send
the following:
(1) letters to members of the former All Hazards Mitigation Advisory Committee (AHMAC), thanking
them for their service and informing them that AHMAC has been dissolved;
(2) letters to local emergency managers throughout Nevada, informing them that the Nevada Hazard
Mitigation Planning Committee has been formed; and
(3) letters to members of the Directors, formally appointing them to the Board of Directors of the Nevada
Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee and explaining the role of the Committee.

3. Bylaws

ACTION TAKEN: The Board of Directors unanimously adopted a motion (moved by Jim Reagan and
seconded by Jim O’Brien) to adopt the Bylaws (See Appendix A below), subject to changes that may be
required upon review by the Attorney General’s office.

A discussion regarding whether subcommittees of the Committee fall under the requirements for posting
of agendas according to the Nevada Open Meetings Law was inconclusive.

FUTURE ACTION ITEMS: The NDEM (Bert Prescott) will request rulings from the Attorney General’s
office to determine (a) whether this Committee itself, which is advisory to NDEM, falls under the Nevada
Open Meetings Law, (b) whether its subcommittees fall under this law, and (c) whether the Nevada
Earthquake Safety Council, a complementary body that advises NDEM, and its committees fall under this
law as well.  Bert should discuss his written request to the Attorney General’s office with Ron Lynn, to
make sure that the wording is specific enough to answer all the Committee’s questions in this matter.  In
addition, Bert will request that the Attorney General’s office review the Bylaws of the Nevada Hazard
Mitigation Planning Committee.

NOTES AFTER THE MEETING: The Attorney General’s office suggested changes to the bylaws,
which, in revised form (See Appendix A) were signed by Frank Siracusa on 21 July 2003.  The Attorney
General’s office ruled that indeed the Committee meetings fall under the Nevada Open Meetings Law.  It
is still uncertain whether the subcommittee meetings fall under the same requirements, in part because no
formal decisions are made by the subcommittees.

4. Chair and Vice Chair

ACTION TAKEN: Bert Prescott, who was appointed as chair and sole member of the Nominating
Subcommittee, indicated that he had discussed nominations of Chair and Vice Chair of the Committee
with Frank Siracusa.  Upon their recommendation, and after opening and closing the nominations, the
Board of Directors unanimously approved a motion (moved by Ron Lynn, seconded by Press Clewe) that
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Jon Price be Chair and Rick Diebold be Vice Chair of the Committee.  The duties of the officers are listed
in the Bylaws.

5. Subcommittees

ACTION TAKEN: After discussion about the charges to various subcommittees, the Board of Directors
unanimously approved a motion (moved by Rick Diebold and seconded by Jeanne Ruefer) to establish the
subcommittees listed in the Appendix B.

FUTURE ACTION ITEMS: Subcommittee chairs should report to the full Committee at quarterly
meetings.  Subcommittees and chairs include:

Project Subcommittee, Kim Groenewold
Proposal Review Subcommittee, Ron Lynn
Outreach Subcommittee, Rick Diebold
Risk Assessment Subcommittee, Ron Hess
Ad Hoc Mitigation Plan Subcommittee – not activated at this time
Ad Hoc Nominating Subcommittee, Bert Prescott
Ad Hoc Bylaws Subcommittee – not activated at this time

FUTURE ACTION ITEM: Volunteers are welcome for the subcommittees.  Members of the
subcommittees need not be Directors.  Please contact Jon Price (jprice@unr.edu) if you are interested in
serving on any subcommittee.

Funding for travel and other logistical aspects of the Committee is expected to come as part of the
planning grant that NDEM will receive from FEMA.  The NDEM plans to contract with the Nevada
Bureau of Mines and Geology (NBMG) to provide secretarial and logistical support for the Committee, in
a manner similar to the support that NBMG provides for the Nevada Earthquake Safety Council.  NBMG
has agreed to provide 25% matching funds for the Committee’s actitivies.  Because the funding for the
Committee is not likely to be forthcoming from FEMA until September, subcommittees may not have
access to travel funds immediately.

FUTURE ACTION ITEMS: Jon Price will alert subcommittee chairs when funding is available to cover
travel and other expenses for committee meetings.  Subcommittee chairs should alert Terri Garside,
NBMG Executive Assistant (tgarside@unr.edu) with information on times, locations, and agendas for
subcommittee meetings.  Terri will distribute this information to Committee members.

6. Future Meetings

ACTION TAKEN: After some discussion about holding meetings on Fridays, the following tentative
schedule of meetings for the Committee was approved (motion by Gale Fraser, seconded by Press
Clewe):

Thursday, 20 November 2003, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. (Reno, the day before the Nevada Earthquake Safety
Council meeting)

Friday, 27 February 2004, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Las Vegas, the day after the Nevada Earthquake
Safety Council meeting)

Friday, 7 May 2004, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Reno, the day after the Nevada Earthquake Safety
Council meeting)

Friday, 6 August 2004, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Las Vegas, the day after the Nevada Earthquake Safety
Council meeting)

Friday, 12 November 2004, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Reno, the day after the Nevada Earthquake Safety
Council meeting).
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NOTE AFTER THE MEETING: The meeting dates in 2004 have been changed.  Following the meeting,
we received e-mails from interested parties who felt that meetings on Fridays would preclude their
participation, because some local governments are not open for business on those days.  After discussions
with the Division of Emergency Management and Ron Lynn, Chair of the Nevada Earthquake Safety
Council, the decision was made to shift the meetings in 2004 so that the Nevada Earthquake Safety
Council will meet on Wednesdays and the Nevada Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee will meet
Thursday mornings.  The schedule of future meetings is therefore as indicated below.

Thursday, 20 November 2003, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. (Reno, the day before the Nevada Earthquake Safety
Council meeting)

Thursday, 12 February 2004, 9:00 a.m. to noon (Las Vegas, the day after the Nevada Earthquake
Safety Council meeting)

Thursday, 6 May 2004, 9:00 a.m. to noon (Reno, the day after the Nevada Earthquake Safety Council
meeting)

Thursday, 5 August 2004, 9:00 a.m. to noon (Las Vegas, the day after the Nevada Earthquake Safety
Council meeting)

Thursday, 18 November 2004, 9:00 a.m. to noon (Reno, the day after the Nevada Earthquake Safety
Council meeting).

Several members of the Committee requested the option for meeting via video conference, Web
conferencing, or teleconferencing.

FUTURE ACTION ITEM: Press Clewe and Jon Price will investigate sites for possible video
conferencing in Reno.  Bert Prescott will investigate sites for possible video conferencing in Las Vegas.
Jon Price will find out what possibilities we have for Web conferencing.

7. Public Comment Period

No additional comments were made.

8. Other New Business

No other new business was introduced.

9. Notes after Adjournment

Bert Prescott spoke with Frank Siracusa, who approved the following Board of Directors:
1. Clark County Emergency Management

Jim O’Brien, Clark County Office of Emergency Management
2. Washoe County Emergency Management

Press Clewe, Washoe County Division of Emergency Management
3. Rural County Emergency Management

Margie Gunn Nutman, Lincoln County Emergency Management
4. Local or Multi-Jurisdictional Emergency Management

Rick Diebold, Las Vegas Fire Department
5. Local or Multi-Jurisdictional Floodplain Management – Northern Nevada

Jeanne Ruefer, Washoe County Department of Water Resources
6. Local or Multi-Jurisdictional Floodplain Management – Southern Nevada

Gale Fraser, Clark County Regional Flood Control District
7. Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology

Jonathan G. Price, Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology
8. Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources/Division of Forestry
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Bob Ashworth, Nevada Division of Forestry
9. Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources/Division of Water Resources

Kim Groenewold, State Floodplain Manager, Division of Water Resources
10. Nevada Department of Transportation

Frank Taylor, NDOT
11. Nevada Earthquake Safety Council

Ron Lynn, Clark County Department of Development Services, Building Division
12. Private Sector

Jim Reagan, Sierra Pacific Power Company

FUTURE ACTION ITEM: Bert Prescott, as chair of the Nominating Subcommittee, will work with Jim
O’Brien and others to nominate an at-large representative to fill the vacancy for the 13th member of the
Board of Directors.

NOTE AFTER THE MEETING: On 29 September 2003, Frank Siracusa approved appointment of Ben
Hutchins, City of Sparks, as the 13th member of the Board of Directors.

Items listed above as future action items will be reviewed during old business on the agenda of the next
meeting.
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APPENDIX A.
BYLAWS

of the
NEVADA HAZARD MITIGATION PLANNING COMMITTEE

21 July 2003

ARTICLE I - NAME

This organization shall be known by the long title as the Nevada Hazard Mitigation Planning
Committee (herein referred to as the Committee).

ARTICLE II – PURPOSE & AUTHORITY

Section A - Purpose

The purpose of the Committee is to advise the Nevada Division of Emergency Management (NDEM)
concerning hazard-mitigation planning, activities, and policies.  All hazards, including natural and
man-made, may be considered, and the Committee should adhere to the State Hazard Mitigation Plan
prepared in accordance with the federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 2000).  Specific
charges to the Committee are to:

(1) Implement the State Hazard Mitigation Plan, through the following actions:
(a) Encourage local and regional, multi-jurisdictional governmental agencies and the private sector

to prepare their own hazard mitigation plans;
(b) Initiate the preparation of appropriate proposals from state agencies and encourage local and

regional, multi-jurisdictional governmental agencies to submit proposals for pre-disaster
mitigation projects in Nevada;

(c) Review proposals submitted for pre-disaster mitigation projects and make recommendations to
NDEM for priorities for funding;

(d) Assist NDEM in the preparation of formal proposals to FEMA for pre-disaster mitigation
projects;

(e) Promote activities that contribute toward building disaster-resistant communities throughout
Nevada; and

(f) Assess risks from natural hazards in Nevada, and use risk assessments in the development of
Hazard Mitigation Plans and in the evaluation of proposals for mitigation projects.

(2) Review and revise the State Hazard Mitigation Plan, as required by federal law or as needed.

Section B - Authority

The authority for establishing this committee is found in the State of Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS)
Chapter 414, which authorizes the Chief of NDEM to carry out the emergency management program
for the State of Nevada.

The Chief of NDEM will direct the Committee, conduct membership actions, and ensure that the
Committee’s actions are in compliance with all Federal and legal requirements.
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ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP

Section A. Board of Directors

The Board of Directors will serve as the governing body for the Committee.  Directors will be
appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Chief of NDEM.

Directors will consist of one representative of the following state, local, and regional, multi-
jurisdictional governmental agencies and the private sector:

1. Clark County Emergency Management
2. Washoe County Emergency Management
3. Rural County Emergency Management
4. Local or Multi-Jurisdictional Emergency Management
5. Local or Multi-Jurisdictional Floodplain Management – Northern Nevada
6. Local or Multi-Jurisdictional Floodplain Management – Southern Nevada
7. Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology
8. Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources/Division of Forestry
9. Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources/Division of Water Resources
10. Nevada Department of Transportation
11. Nevada Earthquake Safety Council
12. Private Sector
13. At-large (private sector or governmental agency)

All Directors are expected to attend each quarterly meeting in person, via teleconference, or via video
conference.  On those occasions when a Director is unable to attend, a proxy or a pre-designated
alternate may be identified to act on behalf of the absentee.  Should a Director be unable to attend two
consecutive meetings with no proxy named, the Chief of NDEM will conduct appropriate membership
actions, up to and including removing the member and appointing a replacement.

Only Directors may vote on issues of Committee business.  Action shall be determined by majority
vote, except as provided for by these Bylaws or Robert’s Rules of Order - Newly Revised.

Section B. The Committee and Participation of the Public

The Public is encouraged to attend meetings, may participate in the discussion of motions,
and make recommendations to the Board of Directors.  A public comment item will be
included on each agenda for meetings of the Committee.  Members of the public may bring
matters not appearing on the meeting agenda to the attention of the Committee.  However, the
Committee may discuss the matter when it is brought up, but no action may be taken until it
has been included on a future agenda as an action item.

A list of attendees will be maintained by the Secretary.  The Secretary will distribute agendas for
upcoming meetings to all Board Members and those who specifically request notification of  meetings.
Notification will be by electronic mail or as otherwise required.

The Nevada Division of Emergency Management will maintain a liaison to the Board of Directors in a
non-voting capacity.

ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS AND SUBCOMMITTEES

Section A. Chair and Vice-Chair
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The Directors shall elect a Chair and Vice-Chair.  Only Directors may serve as Chair or Vice-Chair.
Both officers will serve two-year, renewable terms.  The Chair will chair meetings of the Committee
and perform other duties as outlined in these bylaws.  In the absence of the Chair, the Vice-Chair will
assume the duties of the Chair.  In the event that both the Chair and the Vice-Chair are unable to
perform their duties, the Chief of NDEM will appoint an Interim Chair.

Section B. Elections

Elections of Committee Directors shall be held biennially by vote of the Directors during a scheduled
meeting.

The Chair shall appoint a Nominating Subcommittee, which shall recommend nominees for office.
Nominations may be accepted from the floor if the nominee has given consent. The Chief of NDEM
may fill for the balance of the unexpired term, any office that is vacated.

Section C. Secretary and Staff Support

The Chair will appoint a Secretary, who need not be a Director.  Duties of the Secretary, as described
in Robert’s Rule of Order-Newly Revised, include keeping records of the Committee, minutes of its
meetings, and lists of Directors, officers, and arranging for the agendas to be properly distributed.
NDEM will provide secretarial and administrative support for Committee meetings, either directly or
through a contract or grant to another agency.

Section D. Subcommittees

Standing and ad hoc subcommittees shall be established as needed by the Chair, if the Chair is not
available then the Vice-Chair shall establish committees and subcommittees, to assist with the
business of the Committee.  Minutes of meetings will include establishment of subcommittees and the
composition of their membership.  Subcommittees established outside of a regular meeting of the
Committee shall be ratified by majority vote of the Directors at the next Committee meeting.

Members of subcommittees, including chairs of subcommittees, need not be Directors.  Appointments
to subcommittees may be made by the Chair, by the Vice-Chair if the Chair is not available, or by
majority vote of the Directors.  The Chair and Vice-Chair may serve as ex officio members of any
subcommittee, with the exception of the Nominating Subcommittee.

Subcommittee chairs or co-chairs shall be appointed by the Chair or the Vice-Chair, if the Chair is not
available, or shall be elected by a majority of the subcommittee membership, and shall serve at the
pleasure of the Committee.

The chair or co-chair of the subcommittee shall report to the Committee at regular Committee
meetings to report on progress and upon completion of assigned tasks or projects. Subcommittee
recommendations shall be considered by the Committee and ratified, as appropriate and with
necessary modification, by vote of the Directors.

ARTICLE V - MEETINGS

Section A. Regular Meetings

Committee meetings generally shall be held quarterly, or scheduled when necessary by the
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Committee.  All scheduled meetings shall conform to Nevada laws, particularly Chapter 241 of the
NRS (open meeting laws) and will be conducted according to Robert’s Rules of Order - Newly
Revised.  At each meeting the Committee will announce the next meeting.  The Secretary will provide
Directors with a meeting agenda at least fifteen (15) days prior to the scheduled meeting date.

Minutes of meetings and agendas for upcoming meetings will be posted on a Web site.

Section B. Special Meetings

The Committee may call additional meetings beyond its regular schedule as necessary for the conduct
of its business.  Such meetings may be called by the Chair, the Vice-Chair, if the Chair is not
available, or by a majority of the Directors, provided that ten days written notice is given to the
membership.

The ten-day notice may be waived by the Chief of NDEM in the event of an emergency resulting from
a natural or man-made disaster.

Section C. Subcommittee Meetings

Subcommittees may meet as necessary or as required by the Committee or its officers, or the
respective subcommittee chair, or by a majority of subcommittee members.

Section D. Quorum

A quorum for Committee or subcommittee meetings shall be a simple majority of those Directors or
subcommittee members entitled to vote.

A two-thirds vote is required for any motion that takes rights away from any Director or Directors.
When determining if a two-thirds vote is required, Robert’s Rules of Order - Newly Revised, will be
followed.

Section D. Meeting Procedures

The deliberations at Committee meetings shall be in accord with Robert’s Rules of Order - Newly
Revised.

Recommendations of subcommittees must be acted upon by the whole Committee.  Subcommittees
may choose to not follow Robert’s Rules of Order - Newly Revised, or modified to expedite
subcommittee business.
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ARTICLE VI – ADOPTION AND AMENDMENTS

Section A. Initial Adoption of the Bylaws

These bylaws shall be adopted initially by a majority vote of the Directors present at a scheduled
meeting of the Committee.

Section B. Amendments to the Bylaws

These bylaws may be amended:

Upon the affirmative vote of a two-thirds majority of Directors at any regular meeting of the
Committee, provided that any proposed changes have been distributed to all members at least
fifteen (15) days prior to such action.

Amendments to or replacements of these bylaws must also be approved by the Chief of the Nevada
Division of Emergency Management.

Approved by action of the Directors at the meeting on 25 June 2003.

Signed: ________________________________ , Chair
Jonathan G. Price

Date:___8 August 2003___

And with the approval of the Chief of the Nevada Division of Emergency Management, with minor
changes as suggested by legal counsel.

Signed: ________________________________ , Chief
Frank Siracusa

Date:____21 July 2003_____
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APPENDIX B.
SUBCOMMITTEES

of the
NEVADA HAZARD MITIGATION PLANNING COMMITTEE

Updated 25 June 2003

Project Subcommittee
CHAIR: Kim Groenewold
OTHER MEMBERS: Rick Diebold, Jeanne Ruefer, Press Clewe, Terri Garside
Charges:

(1) Assist NDEM in the preparation of its proposals to FEMA for federal funding from the Pre-
Disaster Mitigation (PDM) Program, which is authorized by the Robert T. Stafford Disaster
Assistance and Emergency Relief Act, as amended by the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA
2000);

(2) Stimulate local and regional, multi-jurisdictional governmental agencies and the private sector to
prepare their own hazard mitigation plans.  [According to DMA 2000, governmental agencies must
have such plans approved by the State and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
before they are eligible to receive federal funding for pre-disaster mitigation projects.]

(3) Initiate the preparation of appropriate proposals from state agencies for pre-disaster mitigation
projects in Nevada.

(4) Encourage local and regional, multi-jurisdictional governmental agencies to submit proposals for
planning grants and for competitive mitigation grants.

Among other activities, the subcommittee should track the progress of preparation of Hazard Mitigation
Plans by local and regional, multi-jurisdictional governmental agencies and approval of these plans by
NDEM and FEMA.  Members of the subcommittee may choose to learn more about FEMA’s grant-
writing procedures, including benefit-cost analysis.  The subcommittee should seek ways to encourage
local and regional agencies to prepare hazard mitigation plans and to submit proposals for competitive
grants. The subcommittee should also identify mitigation projects that should be undertaken, then
encourage the appropriate agency to follow up.  The subcommittee should work with other committees,
councils, or boards established for specific hazards.
[Refer to Article II, Section A, Items (1) (a), (b), and (d) of the Bylaws.]

Proposal Review Subcommittee
CHAIR: Ron Lynn
OTHER MEMBERS: Press Clewe, Margie Gunn, Ben Hutchins
Charge:

Review proposals submitted for pre-disaster mitigation projects and recommend priorities for funding
for consideration by the whole Committee.

The subcommittee shall assess grant proposals based upon established criteria, including consistency with
the State Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The subcommittee shall recommend to the whole Committee a list of
prioritized mitigation projects to be implemented as funding becomes available.  The subcommittee shall
re-evaluate this list and make recommendations to the whole Committee at least annually and as needed
by the Chief of NDEM.  With concurrence of the whole Committee, the subcommittee should
communicate with agencies that submitted proposals the reasons for priority rankings, so that the agencies
have the options of revising the proposals for the next opportunity for funding and consideration by the
Committee, withdrawing the proposals, or resubmitting the proposals as originally written.  The
subcommittee should also recommend to the whole Committee ways in which the proposal process can be
improved, including criteria used in setting priorities.  In the establishment of priorities, the subcommittee
should consider the recommendations of specialized groups on priorities relative to one another within a
specific field and when possible integrate these priorities into its overall analysis.
[Refer to Article II, Section A, Item (1) (c) of the Bylaws.]
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Outreach Subcommittee
CHAIR: Rick Diebold
OTHER MEMBERS: Jeanne Ruefer, Kim Groenewold, Ron Lynn (or someone else representing the
Nevada Earthquake Safety Council), Betty Hollister (from the public information office of the Clark
County Regional Flood Control District, subject to her agreement)
Charge:

Promote activities that contribute in a meaningful way toward building disaster-resistant communities
throughout Nevada.

The subcommittee will disseminate information regarding cost-effective mitigation technologies, and
otherwise promote the development of hazard mitigation plans by state and local agencies and the private
sector.  Activities may include marketing, outreach, and training and education, such as planning
workshops.  The subcommittee should work with other educational committees and specialized groups to
avoid duplication of effort and maximize impact.
 [Refer to Article II, Section A, Item (1) (e) of the Bylaws.]

Risk Assessment Subcommittee
CHAIR: Ron Hess
OTHER MEMBERS: Jim Reagan, Ron Maxwell (City of Sparks, subject to his agreement), Tom Lo
(Washoe County), Jan Rogala
Charge:

Assess risks from natural and man-made hazards in Nevada, and use risk assessments in the
development of Hazard Mitigation Plans and in the evaluation of proposals for mitigation projects.

The subcommittee will assess and evaluate the risks of natural hazards through such means as
compilation of information on historical events, probabilistic analysis, and computer models.  The
primary focus will be on natural hazards, but attention will also be paid to man-made hazards.  This
information will be given to individuals who are developing and updating Hazard Mitigation Plans.  For
example, as HAZUS, FEMA’s loss-estimation model, is run, results will be compiled to assist in risk
assessment and benefit-cost analysis.  To the extent practical, information should be posted on the Web
for easy access.
[Refer to Article II, Section A, Item (1) (f) of the Bylaws.]

Ad Hoc Mitigation Plan Subcommittee
Charge:

Review and revise, as required by federal law, the State Hazard Mitigation Plan.
The State Hazard Mitigation Plan, as required by DMA 2000, is currently being written with the help of a
consultant to NDEM.  The volunteer State Hazard Mitigation Plan Steering Committee, which helped
provide guidance and information to the consultant, completed its work in May, 2003.  A draft final
version of the plan is expected to be released by the consultant in late June or early July, 2003, and
NDEM hopes that the plan will be approved by FEMA by October, 2003.

The Committee may activate this ad hoc subcommittee if it feels that the State Hazard Mitigation Plan
needs revision.  The DMA 2000 requires that the State review and, if necessary, revise the plan every
three years. Unless needed beforehand, the subcommittee will be activated on or about October 1, 2005,
to begin its review of the plan and all annexes well before the end of the three years.
[Refer to Article II, Section A, Item (2) of the Bylaws.]



13

Ad Hoc Nominating Subcommittee
CHAIR: Bert Prescott
OTHER MEMBERS:
Charge:

Nominate officers of the Committee (Chair and Vice-Chair) for two-year terms.
The first officers of the Committee were established at the initial meeting on 25 June 2003.  The Chair
should activate this ad hoc subcommittee at least one meeting prior to the final regular meeting at which
the officers would complete their two-year terms.  Assuming that the Committee will be meeting in
February, May, August, and November, in coordination with the regular meetings of the Nevada
Earthquake Safety Council, the Chair should activate this subcommittee in February, 2005.  Normally, the
Chair will name the Liaison with NDEM to chair this subcommittee.
[Refer to Article IV, Section B of the Bylaws.]

Ad Hoc Bylaws Subcommittee
Charge:

Recommend amendments to the Bylaws for consideration by the whole Committee.
As needed, the Chair will activate this subcommittee.  The subcommittee’s recommendations must be
submitted to the Secretary well in advance of the meeting at which the amendments are to be considered,
so that the Secretary can include them in the agenda materials that must be distributed 15 days before the
meeting.
[Refer to Article VI, Section B of the Bylaws.]

*********************************************************************************************

Respectfully submitted by Jon Price, 14 October 2003
c/o Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology, UNR/MS 178, Reno, Nevada 89557-0088

jprice@unr.edu, 775-784-6691 extension 126


