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Summary Minutes
Nevada Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee

20 November 2003

The Nevada Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee (NHMPC) met from 1:00 p.m. to 3:51 p.m. on
Thursday, November 20, 2003, at the Fifth Floor Conference Center of Sierra Pacific Power Company in
Reno.  These minutes and related documents, including a list of members of the Board of Directors,
charges and membership of subcommittees, and the Bylaws are posted on the Web site for the Committee
(http://www.nbmg.unr.edu/nhmpc/nhmpc.htm).

Attendees included:
Bob Ashworth*, Nevada Division of Forestry
Press Clewe*, Washoe County, Division of Emergency Management
Rick Diebold*, Las Vegas Fire Department
Terri Garside, Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology
Kim Groenewold*, Division of Water Resources, State Floodplain Manager, also held the proxy for

Gale Fraser*, Clark County Regional Flood Control District
Mark Harris, Nevada Public Utilities Commission
Ron Hess, Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology
Ben Hutchins*, City of Sparks
Ron Lynn*, Building Official, Department of Development Services, Building Division
Rick Martin, Nevada Division of Emergency Management
Jim O’Brien*, Clark County, Office of Emergency Management (via teleconference), who also held

the proxy for Marge Gunn Nutman*, Lincoln Co. Office of Emergency Management
Bert Prescott, Nevada Division of Emergency Management
Jon Price*, Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology
Jim Reagan*, Sierra Pacific Power Company
Jeanne Ruefer*, Washoe County Department of Water Resources
Frank Taylor*, Nevada Department of Transportation
A quorum (7 of 13  members of the Board of Directors, labeled above with an asterisk) was present.

Approval of Minutes

A motion to approve the minutes from the June 25th meeting was made.
Some members mentioned that they did not receive their minutes while others said they had receive
theirs. With a quorum of members having received their minutes, the minutes were approved.

Review of Action Items

Jon Price reviewed the Action Items from the June 25, 2003 meeting.  All Action Items have been
completed.  As Ben Hutchins was appointed to the Board in the interim, Bert Prescott will request that
Frank Siracusa send Ben a welcome letter.

It was the opinion of Glade Myler, attorney for the Nevada Division of Emergency Management (DEM),
that the NHMPC and its subcommittees and the Nevada Earthquake Safety Council and its
subcommittees do fall under the Open Meeting law.  The NHMPC and its subcommittees will follow the
Open Meeting law.
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Bylaws

The changes to the June 25, 2003 bylaws, including suggestions from Glade Myler were passed.  These
were posted on the Web site and are dated 21 July 2003.

Committees need to communicate with Terri Garside within two weeks of a planned subcommittee
meeting so she can make sure all the posting requirements of the Open Meeting law are met.

Press Clewe reported that the Washoe County EOC facilities do not have videoconferencing capabilities.
It was mentioned that videoconferencing is available at the DEM, the State Contractors Board in Northern
and Southern Nevada, and the Mill Street Extension.  It was recommended that we have the meetings in
Reno rather than Carson City because of the ease for those flying in.

We will continue to attempt to find a place to have videoconferencing for the next meeting.

DEM Update

Bert Prescott distributed the current FEMA training calendar for the Emergency Management Institute
(EMI).  FEMA’s application to attend courses (75-5 form) will be posted on the Web so those that wish to
attend FEMA classes can download the form for ease of use.  Bert requested that those completing the
form note that the sponsoring agency signature is the signature of the supervisor of the attendee, not the
Nevada Division of Emergency Management (Frank Siracusa signs on line 23a).  FEMA will reimburse
airfare from Reno to the Washington D.C. area for up to $500, provide a free shuttle from the airport to
EMI, free lodging at EMI, but the meal tickets at EMI are the responsibility of the attendee.  FEMA
reimbursements are made directly into the applicant’s personal checking account, which could take up to
3 months.  The NHMPC will reimburse approved attendees for their out-of-pocket expenses, at State of
Nevada per diem rates.

Pre-disaster mitigation grants to be awarded by DEM include the following (in each case dollar amounts
include the agency’s 25% match)
(1) Clark County, $8,267 to continue writing their Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
(2) Nye County, $60,000, to write their Local hazard Mitigation Plan
(3) Carson City, $54,000 to write their Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
(4) Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology (NBMG), $53,333 for the NHMPC first-year funds. (The grant
that funds the NHMPC was approved by the Interim Finance Committee on November 19, 2003.  The
grant award should be received by the University of Nevada, Reno within four weeks.)

(5) NBMG, $61,647, upgrade to HAZUS, FEMA’s natural disaster loss-estimation model, and update of
the Nevada Earthquake Risk Mitigation Plan

Ron Hess reported that the funds will be used to train NBMG staff on using HAZUS.  The
software will allow NBMG to run HAZUS simulations/scenarios for each county in Nevada.  Once the
system is up and running and staff are trained, they can assist Nevada communities with running HAZUS
for future mitigation grant proposals.  Jon Price reported that Craig dePolo will update the Nevada
Earthquake Risk Mitigation Plan.

(6) NBMG will also receive, $26,000 for organizing a Non-Structural Hazards Workshop in the spring of
2004.

Bert reported that the following local jurisdictions are working on their Hazard Mitigation Plans: Carson
City, Clark, Washoe, Douglas, and Nye Counties and the cities of Sparks, Reno, and Las Vegas.
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The State Mitigation Plan has been reviewed by several at DEM and is almost ready to go to FEMA.

Not all the FEMA planning funds were used.  DEM had applied for funding to purchase the Visual Risk
Technologies Geographic Information System (GIS); unfortunately they were not able to meet the match
requirements and were unable to request the unused funds be used by others.  Press noted that Washoe
County had submitted a grant to purchase the same GIS system for their EOC but were denied the grant.

The FY’04 Pre-disaster Mitigation grants will be e-grants.  That is, they must be submitted electronically.

FY’03 Competitive/Planning Grants
Planning Phase – NBMG submitted one proposal.
Competitive – restrictions were nothing over $4,000,000 ($3,000,000 in Federal funds).  Five grants were
submitted.  They were not prioritized or voted on by the committee.  During submission, Bert discovered
that the proposals had to be ranked in order to be accepted.  Bert tried to rank all of them as zero but the
e-system would not accept zero, he then tried to rank them all as one, but the system would not accept that
either so DEM staff met and ranked each one.  The ranking assigned was:

1. City of Sparks, Truckee River Flood Gate Project ($240,500, 75% federal share at $180,375)
2. City of Reno, River bank stabilization Project. ($450,000, 75% federal share at $337,500)
3. Lincoln County, Mt. Wilson Fire Hazard Mitigation ($535,000, 75% federal share at

$401,250)
4. NBMG, Planning Special Consideration Zones in the Reno-Carson City Urban Corridor

($1,088,027, 75% federal share at $816,020)
5. Washoe County, Washoe County Nevada Repetitive Loss ($5,561,838, 53% federal share at

$2,947,774) Jeanne described her project as identifying properties to acquire and retain as
open spaces in repetitive flood plain areas.  The properties are primarily in the city of Reno,
one property is in Sparks.

These five projects have gone into the national pot to be considered with all the other proposals.

Jon inquired about the FY’04 process.  Bert is hopeful FEMA will announce the request for proposals
(RFP) in March to give plenty of time for the proposal process.  Jon heard that they were hoping the RFP
would be released in the spring, with hopefully the same amount of funds available.

Bert asked how the NHMPC was going to assist those applying for grants with their applications.  Jon
Price commented that we have people on the NHMPC with expertise on the grant submission process
who should assist others with their proposals.  Jeannie suggested the subcommittees assist the smaller
communities in identifying where they might be able to find matching funds to meet the grant
requirements.

ACTION ITEMS
Once approved by DEM, Bert Prescott will give Terri Garside a copy of the State’s Hazard Mitigation
Plan and for posting on the NHMPC Web Site.  The State-approved version will be posted as draft and,
once approved by FEMA, will be replaced and identified as final.

Bert Prescott will find out when the FY’04 grant process will begin.

Bert will send Terri the FEMA 75-5 form for posting on the Web. [Note after the meeting:  This has been
done; the form is on the NHMPC Web site.]
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Review of the Charges to the Subcommittees

A revised list of Subcommittees with their charges and memberships is appended to these minutes and
posted on the Web.

Project Subcommittee (Kim Groenewald, Chair)

Committee members should contact those that submitted FY’03 proposals to use as resources for future
proposal submissions.

They should also keep a list of those who attend classes at EMI workshops to be used as resources to
those preparing proposals.

It was recommended that items two and four (below) of the Project Subcommittee’s list of Charges
be assigned to the Outreach Committee.  These changes were made.
(2) Stimulate local and regional, multi-jurisdictional governmental agencies and the private sector to

prepare their own hazard mitigation plans.  [According to DMA 2000, governmental agencies must
have such plans approved by the State and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
before they are eligible to receive federal funding for pre-disaster mitigation projects.]

(4) Encourage local and regional, multi-jurisdictional governmental agencies to submit proposals for
planning grants and for competitive mitigation grants.

Proposal Review Subcommittee (Ron Lynn, Chair)

Jim Reagan volunteered to join this Subcommittee

The issue of how to handle the conflict of interest issue was discussed.

Suggestions included (1) selecting Ad hoc members for the Proposal Review Subcommittee from
jurisdictions that did not have an interest in the proposals to assist in the proposal process, and (2)
permanently appointing a Board member who can serve as a non-biased member on the Subcommittee.

A discussion ensued on the recusal process.   It was recommended that we get a ruling on the issue by
Glade Myler at the Attorney General’s Office.  The NHMPC agreed that if the proposal is from a
subcommittee member’s organization, that member will recuse himself or herself.

ACTION ITEM
The Proposal Review Subcommittee was charged with deciding on the criteria for prioritizing proposals
and how to handle the conflict of interest issue.  The subcommittee was further charged with making
recommendations of people to serve on the committee, which will be presented to the Chair of the
NHMPC.

The Proposal Review Subcommittee will formalize the rules for the recusal process and report to the
Committee at the next meeting.

The Proposal Review Subcommittee will establish Conflict of Interest criteria to avoid future conflicts.

Outreach Subcommittee (Rick Diebold, Chair)

These items have been moved to the Outreach Subcommittee’s list of Charges from the Project
Subcommittee’s list of Charges:
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(2) Stimulate local and regional, multi-jurisdictional governmental agencies and the private sector to
prepare their own hazard mitigation plans.  [According to DMA 2000, governmental agencies must
have such plans approved by the State and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
before they are eligible to receive federal funding for pre-disaster mitigation projects.]

(4) Encourage local and regional, multi-jurisdictional governmental agencies to submit proposals for
planning grants and for competitive mitigation grants

The Outreach Subcommittee was charged with seeing if they can get on the NACO and NV League of
Cities Board meetings to make a presentation on the NHMPC.  They also need to present a plan of who
and how they will reach the rural communities.

It was recommended that a canned presentation that can be taken on the road by any Committee member
that has the opportunity to meet with County representatives be prepared.

Jon Price volunteered to serve on this Subcommittee.

Risk Assessment Subcommittee (Ron Hess, Chair)

Jon mentioned a meeting that was held in October on Homeland Security and GIS in Nevada, which
might have had attendees that may make good members of the HAZUS Users Group.

Ron Hess stated that Nevada does not currently have a HAZUS users group.  A motion was made to have
the Risk Assessment Subcommittee look in the feasibility of forming a HAZUS users group in Nevada.
The motion was approved.

ACTION ITEM
The Risk Assessment Subcommittee will look in the feasibility of forming a HAZUS users group in
Nevada.

NEW BUSINESS
Press Clewe announced that he will be retiring on January 9, 2004.  Press offered to continue to work
with the NHMPC.  Jon commented that we’d be happy to have Press continue serve on the NHMPC as a
subcommittee member.

Jeannie reported that on November 19th the Department of Water Resources released the Flood
Emergency Response Plan to the local emergency managers.  This system resides at Reno, Sparks, and
Washoe County.  It is a pretty complete plan.  The plan was developed with a cooperative agreement with
the Corp of Engineers.

Bob Ashworth reported that the Nevada Fire Safe Council is completing a Statewide Hazards Community
Assessment.  The proposal calls for the project to be completed by Dec. 2004.   Resource Concepts has
been contracted to approach each County Commission for the assessment.  The kickoff will be on
December 9, 2003.

ACTION ITEM
The Nominating Committee was charged with making a recommendation to Frank Siracusa that Press
Clewe be approved to stay on the NHMPC as the Washoe County (retired) Committee member.

Future Meetings
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Thursday, 12 February 2004, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Las Vegas, the day after the Nevada Earthquake
Safety Council meeting)

Thursday, 6 May 2004, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Reno, the day after the Nevada Earthquake Safety
Council meeting)

Thursday, 5 August 2004, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Las Vegas, the day after the Nevada Earthquake
Safety Council meeting)

Thursday, 18 November 2004, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Reno, the day after the Nevada Earthquake
Safety Council meeting)

Public Comment Period

No additional comments were made.

Other New Business

No other new business was introduced.

Meeting adjourned at 3:51 p.m.

Review of Action Items

Once approved by DEM, Bert Prescott will give Terri Garside a copy of the State’s Hazard Mitigation
Plan and for posting on the NHMPC Web Site.  The State approved version will be posted as draft and
once approved by FEMA, will be replaced and identified as final.

Bert Prescott will find out when the FY’04 grant process will begin.

Bert will send Terri the FEMA 75-5 form for posting on the Web.

The Proposal Review Subcommittee was charged with deciding on the criteria for prioritizing proposals
and how to handle the conflict of interest issue.  The subcommittee was further charged with making
recommendations of people to serve on the committee, which will be presented to the Chair of the
NHMPC.

The Proposal Review Subcommittee will formalize the rules for the recusal process and report to the
Committee at the next meeting.

The Proposal Review Subcommittee will establish Conflict of Interest criteria to avoid future conflicts.

The Nominating Subcommittee was charged with making a recommendation to Frank Siracusa that Press
Clewe be approved to stay on the NHMPC as the Washoe County (retired) Committee member.

The Risk Assessment Subcommittee will look in the feasibility of forming a HAZUS users group in
Nevada.
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APPENDIX A.
SUBCOMMITTEES

of the
NEVADA HAZARD MITIGATION PLANNING COMMITTEE

Updated 20 November 2003

Project Subcommittee
CHAIR: Kim Groenewold
OTHER MEMBERS: Rick Diebold, Jeanne Ruefer, Press Clewe, Terri Garside
Charges:

(1) Assist NDEM in the preparation of its proposals to FEMA for federal funding from the Pre-
Disaster Mitigation (PDM) Program, which is authorized by the Robert T. Stafford Disaster
Assistance and Emergency Relief Act, as amended by the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA
2000);

 (2) Initiate the preparation of appropriate proposals from state agencies for pre-disaster mitigation
projects in Nevada.

Among other activities, the subcommittee should track the progress of preparation of Hazard Mitigation
Plans by local and regional, multi-jurisdictional governmental agencies and approval of these plans by
NDEM and FEMA.  Members of the subcommittee may choose to learn more about FEMA’s grant-
writing procedures, including benefit-cost analysis.  The subcommittee should seek ways to encourage
local and regional agencies to prepare hazard mitigation plans and to submit proposals for competitive
grants. The subcommittee should also identify mitigation projects that should be undertaken, then
encourage the appropriate agency to follow up.  The subcommittee should work with other committees,
councils, or boards established for specific hazards.
[Refer to Article II, Section A, Items (1) (a), (b), and (d) of the Bylaws.]

Proposal Review Subcommittee
CHAIR: Ron Lynn
OTHER MEMBERS: Press Clewe, Margie Gunn, Ben Hutchins, Jim Reagan
Charge:

Review proposals submitted for pre-disaster mitigation projects and recommend priorities for funding
for consideration by the whole Committee.

The subcommittee shall assess grant proposals based upon established criteria, including consistency with
the State Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The subcommittee shall recommend to the whole Committee a list of
prioritized mitigation projects to be implemented as funding becomes available.  The subcommittee shall
re-evaluate this list and make recommendations to the whole Committee at least annually and as needed
by the Chief of NDEM.  With concurrence of the whole Committee, the subcommittee should
communicate with agencies that submitted proposals the reasons for priority rankings, so that the agencies
have the options of revising the proposals for the next opportunity for funding and consideration by the
Committee, withdrawing the proposals, or resubmitting the proposals as originally written.  The
subcommittee should also recommend to the whole Committee ways in which the proposal process can be
improved, including criteria used in setting priorities.  In the establishment of priorities, the subcommittee
should consider the recommendations of specialized groups on priorities relative to one another within a
specific field and when possible integrate these priorities into its overall analysis.
[Refer to Article II, Section A, Item (1) (c) of the Bylaws.]

Outreach Subcommittee
CHAIR: Rick Diebold
OTHER MEMBERS: Jeanne Ruefer, Kim Groenewold, Jon Price, Ron Lynn (or someone else
representing the Nevada Earthquake Safety Council), Betty Hollister (from the public information office
of the Clark County Regional Flood Control District, subject to her agreement)
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Charge:
(1) Promote activities that contribute in a meaningful way toward building disaster-resistant
communities throughout Nevada.
(2) Stimulate local and regional, multi-jurisdictional governmental agencies and the private sector to

prepare their own hazard mitigation plans.  [According to DMA 2000, governmental agencies must
have such plans approved by the State and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
before they are eligible to receive federal funding for pre-disaster mitigation projects.]

(3) Encourage local and regional, multi-jurisdictional governmental agencies to submit proposals for
planning grants and for competitive mitigation grants.

The subcommittee will disseminate information regarding cost-effective mitigation technologies, and
otherwise promote the development of hazard mitigation plans by state and local agencies and the private
sector.  Activities may include marketing, outreach, and training and education, such as planning
workshops.  The subcommittee should work with other educational committees and specialized groups to
avoid duplication of effort and maximize impact.
 [Refer to Article II, Section A, Item (1) (e) of the Bylaws.]

Risk Assessment Subcommittee
CHAIR: Ron Hess
OTHER MEMBERS: Jim Reagan, Ron Maxwell (City of Sparks, subject to his agreement), Tom Lo
(Washoe County, subject to his agreement), Jan Rogala
Charge:

Assess risks from natural and man-made hazards in Nevada, and use risk assessments in the
development of Hazard Mitigation Plans and in the evaluation of proposals for mitigation projects.

The subcommittee will assess and evaluate the risks of natural hazards through such means as
compilation of information on historical events, probabilistic analysis, and computer models.  The
primary focus will be on natural hazards, but attention will also be paid to man-made hazards.  This
information will be given to individuals who are developing and updating Hazard Mitigation Plans.  For
example, as HAZUS, FEMA’s loss-estimation model, is run, results will be compiled to assist in risk
assessment and benefit-cost analysis.  To the extent practical, information should be posted on the Web
for easy access.
[Refer to Article II, Section A, Item (1) (f) of the Bylaws.]

Ad Hoc Mitigation Plan Subcommittee
Charge:

Review and revise, as required by federal law, the State Hazard Mitigation Plan.
The State Hazard Mitigation Plan, as required by DMA 2000, is currently being written with the help of a
consultant to NDEM.  The volunteer State Hazard Mitigation Plan Steering Committee, which helped
provide guidance and information to the consultant, completed its work in May, 2003.  A draft final
version of the plan is expected to be released by the consultant in late June or early July, 2003, and
NDEM hopes that the plan will be approved by FEMA by October, 2003.

The Committee may activate this ad hoc subcommittee if it feels that the State Hazard Mitigation Plan
needs revision.  The DMA 2000 requires that the State review and, if necessary, revise the plan every
three years. Unless needed beforehand, the subcommittee will be activated on or about October 1, 2005,
to begin its review of the plan and all annexes well before the end of the three years.
[Refer to Article II, Section A, Item (2) of the Bylaws.]
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Ad Hoc Nominating Subcommittee
CHAIR: Bert Prescott
OTHER MEMBERS:
Charge:

Nominate officers of the Committee (Chair and Vice-Chair) for two-year terms.
The first officers of the Committee were established at the initial meeting on 25 June 2003.  The Chair
should activate this ad hoc subcommittee at least one meeting prior to the final regular meeting at which
the officers would complete their two-year terms.  Assuming that the Committee will be meeting in
February, May, August, and November, in coordination with the regular meetings of the Nevada
Earthquake Safety Council, the Chair should activate this subcommittee in February, 2005.  Normally, the
Chair will name the Liaison with NDEM to chair this subcommittee.
[Refer to Article IV, Section B of the Bylaws.]

Ad Hoc Bylaws Subcommittee
Charge:

Recommend amendments to the Bylaws for consideration by the whole Committee.
As needed, the Chair will activate this subcommittee.  The subcommittee’s recommendations must be
submitted to the Secretary well in advance of the meeting at which the amendments are to be considered,
so that the Secretary can include them in the agenda materials that must be distributed 15 days before the
meeting.
[Refer to Article VI, Section B of the Bylaws.]

 *********************************************************************************************

Respectfully submitted by Terri Garside, 24 November 2003
c/o Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology, UNR/MS 178, Reno, Nevada 89557-0088
tgarside@unr.edu, 775-784-6691 extension 126


