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SECTION 1: Introduction

Definition of Hazard Mitigation

Hazard Mitigation is any action taken to eliminate or reduce the risk to human life,
property and the environment posed by a hazard.

Hazard Mitigation may occur during any phase of a threat, emergency or disaster.
Mitigation can and should take place during preparedness (before), response
(during), and recovery (after) phases.

Purpose of Plan

The purpose of this plan is to integrate hazard mitigation strategies into the activities
and programs of the Federal, state, county and city governments and to the extent
practical, into the activities of private sector organizations.

The plan identifies and evaluates specific hazard mitigation strategies to be
considered by Washoe County applicable to the unincorporated areas of
Washoe County and, agencies, and organizations. The Cities of Sparks and Reno
are developing their own Hazard Mitigation Plans. We intend to include those plans
as annexes in the next update. Other agencies, business, and the local university
contributed to this plan (flood and earthquake data for example).

The strategies presented are deemed appropriate and effective by recommendation
of the Washoe County Hazard Mitigation/Recovery Plan Steering Committee and the
Washoe County Planning Team. Upon acceptance, the selected strategies will be
further developed for funding and implementation by the lead agencies. The plan
describes the potential sources of hazard mitigation strategy funding, and general
procedures to obtain that funding.

The plan is based upon the Washoe County Hazard Vulnerability Analysis (HVA) that
considers the natural, technological, and human caused risks to which Washoe
County and its political subdivisions are vulnerable. The plan describes strategies
that government and private sector may utilize as their capabilities to mitigate those
hazards.

It is understood the mitigation strategies adopted in this plan are recommendations
only, and they must be approved and funded to be implemented as official Hazard
mitigation Strategies to be implemented by Washoe County.
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Plan Adoption

Process

The Washoe County Hazard Mitigation Planning Team recommended that the Board
of Commissioners adopt the Washoe County All Hazard Mitigation Plan during a
regularly scheduled Meeting and prepare a Resolution.

Resolution
The official resolution was adopted on March 8th 2005, and is included below.

NOTE: The Commission gave the County Emergency Manager the authority to update as necessary,
see last paragraph in above resolution.
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Hazard Mitigation Steering Committee and Planning Team

Steering Committee Representatives:

Katy Singlaub Washoe County Manager
Press Clewe Washoe County Emergency Management
Doug Gist Washoe County Sheriff’s Office
Dianne Nicholson Washoe County Sheriff’s Office
Phil Chitren Washoe County Information Technology
Chris Long Washoe County Information Technology
Stephanie Beck Washoe County District Health Department
John B. Rhodes Washoe County District Attorney’s Office
Jess Traver Washoe County Building Department
Chet Malewski Truckee Meadow Water Authority
Tom Gadd Washoe County Public Works Department
Chuck Lowden City of Reno Fire Department
Michelle Poché Assistant County Manager
Jeanne Ruefer Washoe County Department of Water Resources
John Berkich Assistant County Manager
Adrian Freund Washoe County Community Development
Jim Jeppson Washoe County Risk Management

*Note: The Washoe County Emergency Management Program provided the overall
coordination and facilitation for the planning project.

Steering Committee Hazard Mitigation Strategy Identification Activities

1. Members from the Steering Committee met with representatives from all
political subdivisions in the community to identify local hazard mitigation
strategy recommendations.

2. The steering committee starting in February of 2003 through June 2004 met
on a monthly basis to identify additional hazard mitigation strategy
recommendations and to develop those recommendations received from the
political subdivisions.

3. In October, 2003 the Steering Committee assisted in the facilitation of a
Community wide Planning Team

4. Following a public meeting the Steering Committee again examined and
prioritized the Hazard Mitigation Strategies incorporating the result from the
Community Wide Planning Team meeting. The steering Committee further
estimated costs to implement those strategies where possible.
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Washoe County Emergency Management Planning Team Tasks

1. Meet on an annual basis to review the work of and contribute to the Washoe
County Hazard Mitigation/Recovery Plan Steering Committee activities.

2. Bring forth the concerns and views of the Community to the Steering
Committee for inclusion in the Hazard Mitigation and Recovery planning
process*.

3. Assist in informing the public and community of the hazard mitigation
strategies recommended by both the Steering Committee and Planning
Team.

* NOTE: Neighboring communities, agencies, businesses, academia, and nonprofits
were included in this process. Examples include the Earthquake data (UNR),
Pipeline data (Businesses), Flood data (neighboring communities), and Fire
Mitigation efforts (Cooperative Extension).

Summary of Planning Team Meetings
(Excerpted from full meeting minutes, pages 202-239.)

The series of meetings began on February 26, 2003. The first meeting was an
introduction of the steering committee and the consultant firm hired to guide the
County through the hazard mitigation planning process. The group agreed to meet
on the 4th Thursday of every month for two hours.

The March 2003 meeting focused on the draft plan, health concerns, terrorism,
interface with the LEPC, and in-depth discussion on flooding in the area. Discussion
was held on prioritizing hazards, and homework was given to review goals and
objectives.

In April 2003 the steering committee meeting was very productive with in-depth
hazard analysis prioritization. There was detailed discussion on legal constraints,
agreements, and constraints. The committee had assignments to follow up on
hazard priority, terrorism annex, and hazardous materials plans.

The May 2003 meeting focused on severe storms and land disruptions. The State
plan was also reviewed, and a timeline for developing the County plan. Time was
spent in reviewing existing plans and integrating them into the Hazard Mitigation plan.
Resources that can contribute to the plan were investigated, such as GIS data and
established standing committees.

In June 2003, the committee discussed proposed projects including dam building.
Master plan and other existing plans were requested to synchronize with the hazard
mitigation plan. Grants and funding for mitigation actions were reviewed. A separate
meeting with water resources was scheduled.
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The July 2003 meeting looked at legislative issues and County owned buildings, to
include critical facilities, regional special events, DOJ needs assessment process,
State plans, and GIS support. The first public meeting was planned, as well as
presentations on water resources and health issues.

In July 2003, the steering committee reviewed progress and conducted a legislative
update. Ongoing data collection included water facilities and existing plans. The first
public meeting was scheduled for October. Grants and current strategies were also
discussed.

The August 2003 meeting reviewed the draft plan and examined strategies on
earthquakes, flooding, and GIS data collection. A sub-committee agreed to meet to
develop additional mitigation strategies. Sub-committees reported on utilities, public
works, water, emergency management, fire, and hazardous materials. The
scheduled public meeting was finalized. Strategies were examined using the
STAPLEE process (described on page 91of this plan).

In September 2003, current progress was reviewed. Flooding and dam safety was a
topic. The committee discussed mitigation strategies. Preparations were made for
the public meeting. The STAPLEE process was again used to evaluate strategies.

The October meeting was combined with a public meeting. Unfortunately attendance
was poor (see section on the public meeting). Despite the turnout, the plan was
briefed in detail.

In November 2003, discussion was held on changing the public information/feedback
strategy. It was decided to be more proactive and take the hazard mitigation
planning process to citizen groups and existing meeting. Progress was reviewed.
Terrorism, dams, and public works were discussed. Finally changes to steering
committee membership were discussed.

No meeting was conducted in December, but the January 2004 meeting was very
productive. Risks as well as gathering additional documents were a hot topic. The
majority of hazards were also reviewed, again with the STAPLEE process.

The February 2004 meeting focused on gathering resources to ensure plan
completion by April 2004. This was the final official meeting in a yearlong process to
prepare the hazard mitigation plan, and final prioritization of hazards was conducted.
Committee members will now meet as required to update the plan and keep hazard
mitigation in the public eye.

Follow-on meetings were conducted in April, May, June, and July to review and
refine the Final draft plan.
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Legal Authority

Federal Laws
1. “The Federal Civil Defense Act of 1950”
2. Public Law 96-342 “The Improved Civil Defense Act of 1980”
3. Public Law 91-606 “Disaster Relief Act"
4. Public Law 93-288 “The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief Act of 1974”
5. Section 322, Mitigation Planning of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and

Emergency Assistance Act
6. Public Law 106-390 enacted by Section 104 of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000

(DMA)
7. Interim Final Rule for DMA 2002 as published in the February 26,2002, at 44

CFR Part 201
State Laws
1. Nevada Revised Statutes, Chapter 414 (NRS 414)
2. State of Nevada Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (SCEMP)

Revised 10/06/2000
3. NRS 414 Chapters: 223, Governor; Chapter 228, Attorney General; 232B,

Legislative review of public agencies; Chapter 233A, Indian Commission; Chapter
233, State Communications System; Chapter 244, Counties: Governments;
Chapter 248, Sheriffs; Chapter 278, Planning and Zoning; Chapter 318 General
Improvement Districts; Chapter 353, State Financial Administration; Chapter 405,
Control and Preservation of Public Highways; Chapter 408, Highways and
Roads; Chapter 413, Civil Air Patrol; Chapter 415, Interstate Civil Defense and
Disaster Compact; Chapter 416, Emergencies Concerning Water or Energy;
Chapter 422, State Welfare Administration; Chapter 433, Administration of
Programs; Chapter 445A, Water Controls; Chapter 446, Food Establishments;
Chapter 450B, Emergency Medical Services; Chapter 459, Hazardous Materials;
Chapter 472, State Forester Fire Warden; Chapter 473, Fire Protection Districts
Receiving Federal Aid; Chapter 474 State Fire Protection Districts; Chapter 477,
State Fire Marshal; Chapter 523, Energy; Chapter 590, Petroleum Products and
Antifreeze.

4. Nevada Documents as referred to in Basic Module 1 of the SCEMP page 14 and
15.

Local Codes and Ordinances
1. Washoe County Ordinance
2. Washoe County Comprehensive Plan
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Hazard Mitigation Planning Public Participation

The Washoe County Hazard Mitigation Steering Committee aggressively sought
input from adjacent jurisdictions and the community. A meeting was held early-on in
the process to introduce the hazard mitigation planning project to the public. At that
time, the committee chair solicited support from all attendees.

Below is the invitation that was placed in the Reno Newspaper and the Invitation
letter that was sent to other agencies and Community Action Boards in the county to
participate in the process.

INVITATION TO ATTEND A PUBLIC INPUT HAZARD MITIGATION
PLANNING MEETING

Sponsored by the Washoe County
Office of the County Manager

Emergency Management Program

Hazard Mitigation Steering Committee

On October 23, 2003
From

6:30 P.M. to 8:30 P.M.
at

The Washoe County Senior Center
1155 East 9th Street
Reno, Nevada 89520

In
The Multi-Purpose Room

Washoe County is involved in the process of developing a Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) required Local Hazard Mitigation Plan. This process
includes identifying and prioritizing local disaster hazards and mitigation strategies.
An essential part of the process is to share this information with the public and to
obtain public input on the prioritization of risks and prevention strategies. Your
participation in this process would be welcomed and appreciated.

For additional information you may contact Press Clewe, Emergency Program
Manager for Washoe County at: (775) 337-5898.

The agenda will include:

Project Introduction Disaster Mitigation Plan Overview
Hazards Prioritizations Mitigation Strategies
Truckee River Project Question and Comments


